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FOUR SUCCESSIVE JOHN MINORS. 

Bv Charles M. Blackford, Lynchburg, Va. 
(continued) 

In addition to the care of his own large estate, he managed the affairs 
of General Thomas Nelson while the General was engaged in caring 
for those of the State. Once a month he visited the plantations of Gen- 
eral Nelson and saw that their several managers were properly attending 
to their duty. When on this round he rode many miles, for the estates 
were widely separated. I have heard Mrs. Frances Berkeley, the widow 
of Dr Carter Berkeley, of Edgewood, Hanover county, and the daugh- 
ter of Governor John Page, and whose daughter married a grandson of 
this gentleman, describe Major Minor when thus on his monthly trip of 
inspection. He rode a bob-tailed black cob of great strength and en- 
durance, and never went at a gait slower than a brisk canter. If he 
met anyone on the road who wished to talk with him, the person met 
had to turn, take his gait, and ride with him until the conversation 
ended. His title of Major was acquired during the Revolution, and 
with one or more of his sons, one of whom was the third John Minor, 
he was at the seige and surrender of Yorktown. 

He believed in education and his many children were sent to the best 
schools, and one or more were sent abroad to secure greater advant- 
ages. Among his children were Lancelot Minor, the father of the two 
brothers, John B. Minor, for fifty years the great professor of law at the 
University of Virginia, and Lucian Minor, professor of law at William 
and Mary College, and of Dr. Charles Minor, a very eminent physician 
of Charlottesville, Va. Another of Major Minor's children was Diana, 
the wife of Richard Maury and the mother of Commodore Matthew F. 
Maury, and the grandmother of General Dabney H. Maury. It is, how- 
ever, of the successive Johns I now write. Major Minor's third child was 
The Third John Minor. 

He was born at Topping Castle, in Caroline county, in 1761, and is 
buried with his wife in the old Masonic graveyard in Fredericksburg, 
Va., where a handsome red marble mausoleum marks their last resting 
place. He entered the Revolutionary army when a boy, and when 
peace came, studied law under Mr. Wythe, and making Fredericksburg 
his home, very early achieved marked success, and acquired much rep- 
utation both for his knowledge of law and his magnetic eloquence. In 
1790, he married Mary Berkeley, the daughter of Landon Carter Berke- 
ley, of Airwell, in Hanover county. She died a few months after their 
marriage, and in 1793, he married her cousin, Lucy Landon Carter, 
daughter of Landon Carter, of Cleve, King George county, and his 
wife, Mildred Washington Willis*, of Willis Hill, Fredericksburg. She 
was the daughter of Mildred Washington, the aunt of General Wash- 
ington, who, as the widow Gregory, married Harry Willis, of Freder- 
icksburg. 

(to be continued) 



